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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Iconic Week Celebrations of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) 
6-12 June, 2022 
 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is an initiative of the Government of India to celebrate and commemorate 
75 years of progressive India and the glorious history of it‟s people, culture and achievements. The 
official journey of “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav” commenced on 12 March, 2021 with a 75 week 
countdown to our 75th anniversary of Independence and will end post a year on 15th August, 2023. 
To commemorate the monumental occasion, all Ministries / Departments of Govt. of India have 
planned to host a set of activities to celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs has also planned year long events under the flagship of „Azadi ka Amrit Mahoatsav‟ in 
which Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has also organized various activities under the flagship 
of 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav', with a focused set of celebrations in the week from June 06 -12, 2022. 
And as part of MCA, Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA) has organized events on 12th June at its 
Manesar campus. 

 

IICA participation in the MCA Iconic Day 
7 June, 2022 
 
Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA) 
participated in the MCA Iconic day on 7th 
June, 2022, wherein DG & CEO, IICA, Sh. 
Praveen Kumar along with two senior faculty 
Dr Garima Dadhich and Dr Lata Suresh 
briefed Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Union 
Minister for Ministry of Corporate Affairs 
about the mandate of IICA and recapitulated 
its achievements in the past in providing 
policy advocacy, advisory and strengthening 
the Corporate ecosystem through several 
capacity building programs aimed at 
providing holistic understanding to 
propagate responsive governance, in the face 
of an ever-evolving corporate landscape for 
sustained economic growth of the country. Various technical sessions were organized by IEPF 
Authority, Competition Commission of India, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India, Indian 
Institute of Corporate Affairs, and the Professional Institutes viz. ICSI, ICAI, ICoAI, to add to the 
celebration. 
 
Panel Discussion – “Contribution of Independent Directors in Corporate Governance” 
Centre for Independent Directors, IICA conducted a panel discussion on 07th June, 2022 at Vigyan 
Bhawan, New Delhi on the topic was of “Contribution of Independent Directors in Corporate 
Governance”. The Panel discussion was conducted in the continuation of series of events being 
organized for celebrating “AKAM Iconic Week”. 
 
Panelists- 
1. Mr. Saurabh Chandra, Former Secretary, Govt. of India 
2. Dr. Anil Khandelwal, Former Chairman, Bank of Baroda 
3. Mr. Ajay Nanavati, Former MD, 3M India & Syndicate Bank 
4. Ms. Anita Shah Akella, Joint Secretary, MCA 
5. Dr. Niraj Gupta, Nodal officer, Independent Directors‟ Databank 



Panel discussion was moderated by Dr. Niraj 
Gupta while highlighting the emerging 
importance of Independent Directors in 
Corporate boards and MCA initiative of 
Independent Directors‟ Databank which has 
been taking various capacity building 
initiatives for the databank members since its 
inception.  
 
Shri Praveen Kumar, DG & CEO, IICA also 
added valuable input in panel discussion. The 
event was well taken by the audience and saw 
active participation by the audience. 

 

AKAM Iconic Day Celebration at IICA 
12 June, 2022 
 
Attuning to the spirit of the Iconic Week celebrated by Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Indian 
Institute of Corporate Affairs celebrated the AKAM Iconic Day on 12 June, 2022 at its campus at 
Manesar. The event “Promoting Impactful CSR and Good Governance”: In Light of Requirements 
under Amrit Kaal, saw the enthusiastic participation of the Government officials, Officials from 
various PSUs, Corporates, Civil Society organization and the Academia as well. 
 
ESG – CSR Exhibition: Benchmarking Best Practices 
Sh. Rajesh Verma, Secretary, Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs (MCA), inaugurated the ESG 
– CSR Best Practices Exhibition organized by 
the School of Business Environment (SoBE), 
IICA, having a mandate to work in the realm of 
Environment-Social-Governance (ESG), 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and 
Business and Human Rights. The SoBE has set 
the right exemplar by organizing the ESG – 
CSR Best Practices Exhibition, wherein almost 
30 top companies from across the country 
exhibited their best practices in the domain of 
ESG, Corporate Social Responsibility and 
Sustainability. The SoBE through this 
exhibition, which was organized in 
collaboration with NITI Aayog, Department of 
Public Enterprises and UNICEF, has given the 
necessary impetus to the organizations for adopting the paradigm shift towards being responsible 
businesses and putting purpose before profit. 

 
Exhibitors in the ESG – CSR Best Practices Exhibition 



Address by Hon'ble Union Minister of State for Corporate Affairs 
 
Rao Inderjit Singh, Hon‟ble Union Minister of 
State for Corporate Affairs was the Chief 
Guest in the event and participated virtually. 
Addressing the audience he said that 
Ministry‟s focus is towards promoting Good 
Corporate Governance practices to facilitate 
Ease of doing business in the country. He 
emphasized that sustainable development is 
the need of the hour and this can be achieved 
only when the mindset of 
people/organizations, who shoulder the maximum responsibility to bring about the paradigm shift, 
gets aligned to the principles of responsible business. 
 
Release of the book “ESG – CSR: Benchmarking Best Practices” 

The Secretary, Corporate Affairs, released a 
book titled “ESG – CSR : Benchmarking Best 
Practices” comprising of a compilation of 
select case studies of corporates that were 
shortlisted for the ESG – CSR exhibition, 
highlighting the exemplary practices adopted 
to attain sustainable development through 
their ESG and CSR initiatives. The book was 
edited by Dr. Garima Dadhich and Dr. Ravi 
Raj Atrey. 
 
Shri Praveen Kumar, Director General and 
CEO, IICA, said that it is a well-established 
fact that Corporates are one of the key drivers 
of the economy of a nation. Their 
contributions towards the growth of India are 
paramount. The Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs provides conducive environment for 
the businesses to flourish and thrive by 
providing them business friendly and 
enabling frameworks to promote ease of 
doing business. The IICA is the only 
institution that has a mandate to strengthen 
and support the initiatives of the MCA. 
 
Panel Discussion on Impactful CSR for Strengthening ESG 
 
It has now become imperative that business 
environment needs innovative and out-of –
the-box thought process to flourish and to 
attain sustainable growth. An organization 
that infuses ESG metrics right through all the 
areas of their operation and create maximum 
transparency for all its stakeholders are the 
ones that will witness long-term sustainable 
growth. 
 
In order to understand the ESG principles, its 
measurement and compliance commitments 



and to understand the path to be taken and the practices to be followed, School of Business 
Environment organized a panel Discussion on Impactful CSR for strengthening ESG that aimed at 
providing an in-depth understanding of the concept of ESG, ESG reporting and its impact on the 
Business as such. 
 
Ms Anita Shah Akella, Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of Corporate Affairs, chaired the technical 
session on Impactful CSR towards 
strengthening ESG. Ms Shah stated that 
Corporates can direct their CSR activities 
towards the attainment of inclusive, equitable 
and sustainable development of the 
marginalized and deprived communities of the 
society. She said that it is encouraging to see 
that corporates are embracing the role of 
making significant contributions towards 
development of society and are now all set to 
transition from CSR to a bigger umbrella of 
ESG in their functioning. Other eminent 
speakers in the panel were Ms Naina Lal Kidwai, Former President, FICCI, Ms Namita Vikas, 
Founder & MD, auctus ESG LLP, Mr. Shrabjeet Sahota, Emergency Specialist, UNICEF, Dr. Suranjali 
Tondon, Asst. Professor, NIPFP, Ms Neetu Ahuja, Market Head, Axis Bank Ltd. and Dr. Garima 
Dadhich Associate Professor and Head, School of Business Environment, IICA who moderated the 
session.  
 
The panel discussion witnessed the deliberation on contemporaneous issues pertaining to CSR and 
ESG, their inter-relation and how corporates could leverage these two potential tools to adopt 
responsible business practices to attain accountability and transparency that is paramount to both 
the shareholders as well as the loyal customers.  
 
The Key takeaways from the discussion and way forward 

 Corporates are now, more than ever before, poised to make the mammoth paradigm shift and 
embrace ESG,  

 There are still certain gaps and concerns pertaining to awareness about  
o ESG Fundamentals, 
o Standardization of ESG frameworks,  
o Complex ESG data Management and  
o An understanding of how the organizations can curate their CSR activities to strengthen 

long-term ESG Plans. 
 
IICA Youth Essay Competition – 2022 
 
With the objective to celebrate the “Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav” iconic week, School of 
Corporate Governance & Public Policy 
organized a national level essay competition for 
youth with the title “IICA Youth Essay 
Competition – 2022”. The topic for the essay 
competition was “Corporate Governance: 
Evolving Vision for New India”. The prize 
distribution ceremony and the essay 
presentation was organised on 12

th
 June, 2022 

during the AKAM ceremony. 
 



The essay competition received appreciable 

responses and a two tier blind review process 

was adopted for large number of entries. First 

level examination was conducted by IICA 

internal committee consisting of inter-

department faculties for shortlisting of entries 

for their further review by a committee of 

external experts for selection of winners. 

 
The winners of the Essay competition were Mr. 
Samyak Sanghvi from Ahmedabad, first 
runner-up Ms. Nandini Agarwal from Assam and second runner-up Mr. Sartaj Singh from 
Chandigarh. They were felicitated with Certificate along with Memento and cash prize. 
 
The winners of the essay competition also made a presentation on their essays. Mr. Samyak Sanghvi 
made presentation on various important aspects of Corporate Governance while Ms. Nandini 
Agarwal made her presentation on importance of Corporate Governance in successful companies and 
Indian corporate sector. In both the presentations the winners also shared their expectations about the 
corporate governance standards for New India. 
 
Panel Discussion on Corporate Governance – Evolving Vision for New India 
 
On occasion of AKAM celebration on 12th 
June, 2022, School of Corporate Governance 
& Public Policy conducted a Panel 
discussion on the topic “Corporate 
Governance – Vision for New India” with 
the objective to spread light on emerging 
trends of Corporate Governance and way 
ahead of India Inc to become familiar with 
such trends. 
 
Panelists were- 
1) Shri Inderdeep Singh Dhariwal, Joint      
Secretary, MCA 
2) Prof Ashish Bhattachariya, IIM Calcutta 
3) Dr. Niraj Gupta, Head, School of Corporate Governance & Public Policy 
 
Dr. Niraj Gupta moderated the discussion and engaged audience with his admirable presentation 
and initiated the discussion with evolution of Corporate Governance in India while referring 
various committees whose recommendations led the foundation stone for corporate governance. He 
also discussed the trends and best practices which could form part of setting the standards of 
corporate governance practices for the fast emerging economy of India. 
 
Shri Inderjit Singh Dhariwal, expressed views on corporate governance practices in India while 
referring ancient governance practices of Indian rulers. He further emphasised on Investor 
Protection which in core of corporate governance. 
 
Shri Dhariwal also shared his views on Independent directors, Corporate Social Responsibility and 
ESG concepts and their integration with Corporate Governance. 
 
Prof. Ashish Bhattachariya, expressed his views on government‟s ambitious project “Atamnirbhar 
Bharat” and how it is correlated with Corporate Governance. 
 



Panel Discussion on Financial Inclusion and Literacy for Women 
 
Financial inclusion is considered to be a critical 
indictor for development and well-being of the 
society globally. G20 nations have emphasized 
on financial inclusion as a facilitator for 
achieving gender equality and other 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Providing inclusive financial services has 
become a focused priority in many countries 
including India. Post 2014, societal concerns in 
India about women‟s role in economic life as 
well as crucial roles within their households 
have gained momentum. With this 
background, a Panel Discussion on “Financial 
Inclusion & Literacy for Women” was 
conducted on 12 June, 2022 at IICA. 
Sh. Manoj Pandey, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs, chaired the panel discussion and emphasized the fact that there is a strong 
requirement for financial education in the country, and it is irrespective of gender. The other panel 
members were Ms. Sushmita Phukand, Dr. Seema Singh, Professor, Delhi Technological University, 
Ms. Namita Vikas, Founder & MD auctus ESG LLP and Dr. Naveen Sirohi, Associate Professor & 
Head, School of Finance, IICA who moderated the session. There were detailed deliberations on 
various aspects of Financial inclusion and Literacy for Women. Dr Sirohi summarized the session 
highlighting major takeaways about leveraging technology for financial education, 
localization/contextualization of content, collaborative approach with all stakeholders for the 
common agenda of financial education and inclusion, continuous education of investors (rather than 
one-time knowledge sharing), importance of retail investors participation (through informed 
decision making) in financial markets leading to economic growth etc to achieve 100% financial 
education and inclusion by 2047. 
 
Key Takeaways from the discussions and way forward 

 To expand the reach of financial education so that everybody comes under it and also 
increasing retail participation in financial markets. “Dejargonise” the complex financial 
world for the understanding of the rural population. 

 Financial education, consumer protection and grievance redressal are the key focus area 
going forward. Digital awareness among the population 

 The main challenge to financial inclusion is a lack of financial literacy and income thus there 
is a need for collaboration among Banks and Fintech companies.  

 
Valedictory Session 

 
Mr. Agrim Kaushal, 
advisor DPE, Sh. Vishram 
Kumar Meena, 
Additional Dy. 
Commissioner, 
Gurugram, Mr. Manoj 
Pandey, Joint Secretary, 
MCA graced the 
Valedictory Session. Dr 
Lata Suresh, Head 
Knowledge Resource 
Centre was the master of 
ceremony and media 
coordinator for the event.  

 



 

International Yoga Day 
21 June, 2022 
 
The International Yoga day was observed at IICA 
on June 21, 2022. The programme started with the 
prayer 

                              

                             || 
May you move in harmony, speak in one voice; let 
your minds be in agreement; just as theancient gods 
shared their portion of sacrifice. 
 
More than 200 employees of Indian Institute of 
Corporate Affairs, Central Registration 
Centre,Central Scrutiny Centre and Indian 
Corporate Law Services Academy participated in 
the event.The event was live through webcast also. 
 
At the end, DG & CEO, Shri Praveen Kumar 
expressed his views on the event and ensured 
thateverybody will practice the yoga every day to 
keep their mind and body fit. 
 
The programme ended with the vote of thanks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMMES/ ACTIVITIES 
 
Four Day Capacity Building Program on “Procurement (Policy & Procedures based on GFR, GeM 
& E-Procurement) and Contract Management for Good Governance: Challenges in 
Implementation” 
21-24 June, 2022 
 
In the backdrop of National Initiative to 
become 5 Trillion Economy and Atma Nirbhar 
Bharat, Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs 
through its Centre for MSMEhasorganised 
Four Day Capacity Building Program 
on“Procurement (Policy & Procedures based 
on GFR, GeM & E-Procurement) and Contract 
Management for Good Governance: 
Challenges in Implementation” held during 
21-24 June, 2022 at Bogmallo Beach Resort, 
Goa. 
 
The program was designed to provide 
insights on major issues like intricacies in 
Public Procurement, Enhancing efficiency of Public and Private sector through effective supply 
chain management,evolving trends in public procurement, e-procurement, Government guidelines 
&policies,regulatory issues and its practical 
aspects as well. 
 
The programme organized by IICA, 
witnessed engaged participation from 
Professionals (Vice President, Executive 
Director, Associate Director, Registrar, 
Independent Director, Under Secretary, 
Senior General Manager, Assistant General 
Manager, General Manager, Chief Manager, 
Manager, Programme Manager, Senior 
Engineer) involved in public procurement 
from major Public Sector Undertakings 
(PSUs) / Govt. bodies under various 
Ministries of Govt. of India and as well as 
private sector organizations. 
 
Major Highlights 
 Each day with sharing in-depth knowledge, debating spiritedly & directing razor-sharp 

questions at each other enabled the participants to discover more about each other and set a 
baseline for future cohesiveness and bonding as a group. 

 The referral of case studies followed by power point presentation and study material used as a 
guide during program delivery provided a source book to develop and implement appropriate 
Processes and tools in the organisation. It provided practical assistance and valuable inputs on 
best practices and analysis of the critical issues of today & the future 
 

The programme was started with welcome address by Mr. Rajesh Batra, Head-Centre for MSME / 
IP&CC, IICAon 21st June, 2022 followed by delivery of two sessions viz a) “Risk Management in 
Public Procurement for Good Governance” b) “Vendor Management for effective sourcing” 
 
The programme was concluded with Valedictory Address by Mr. Rajesh Batra, Head-Centre for 
MSME / IP&CC, IICAon 24th June, 2022 followed by distribution of Certificates.  
The participants appreciated the programme content, Resource Persons and training sessions. 



 

IICA’s Four (4) Months Online Certificate Program in Corporate Governance  
22 June, 2022 
 
School of Corporate Governance & Public Policy, 
IICA organized first In-person session for the 
participants of 4 Months Online Certificate 
Program in Corporate Governance (Batch 10) 
commenced on 22 June 2022. 

 
Program has witnessed engaged participation of 
29 Delegates holding senior positions including 
Board members, Independent Directors, Women 
Director, Senior & Middle Level Executive of 
Legal, Risk, Compliance and corporate Affairs 
department. 
 
The objective of the program was to expose the participants with the concepts of Corporate Governance, 
board governance, regulatory framework, codes and practices, board dynamics, board effectiveness 
and also the best practices from within the country and rest of the world for preparing them for board 
roles within the company, subsidiaries, JV companies and also with other companies. 
 

Program Skeleton includes 3 Campus Immersions (face to face) & 21 Online Sessions. Courseduration is 4 
Months which includes 30+ hours spread over 21 sessions. School organized two sessions every week for 
the participants. 
 
The course modules have been designed to cater to the three requirement s by blending the research based 
learning‟s with the insights and experiences of the industry experts. So far school has organized 9 
Batches of the course and has trained more than 300 professionals. 
 
School has invited Mr. Robin Banerjee, Managing Director – Caprihans Limited and Professor Asish K 

Bhattacharya, Former Professor, IIMC & IICA. 

 
Course Directors Dr. Niraj Gupta, Head – School of Corporate Governance has oriented the participants 
about the structure and delivery of the course. Program is coordinated by Mr. Manoj Singh, SRA – School 
of Corporate Governance & Public Policy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Know Your Regulator” series with Mr Debasish Panda, Chairperson, IRDAI 
22 June, 2022 
 
The State Capacity Initiative at the Centre for 
Policy Research (CPR), the Forum of Indian 
Regulators (FOIR) and the Indian Institute of 
Corporate Affairs (IICA) on 15th September 
released talk series titled: „Know Your 
Regulator‟. The KYR talk series revolves 
around people entrusted with the task of 
regulating Indian markets and various parts 
and aspects of the economy. These are the 
chairpersons and members of India‟s 
regulatory agencies.  
 
In this new episode of the KYR series held on 
22nd June, 2022, the talk was with Mr 
Debasish Panda, Chairperson, Insurance 
Regulatory and Development Authority of 
India (IRDAI) in conversation with Mr. K.P. 
Krishnan, Former Civil Servant, Mr. Praveen 
Kumar, DG&CEO, Indian Institute of 
Corporate Affairs, Dr. Abha Yadav, 
Associate Professor, Indian Institute of 
Corporate Affairs and Director of the FOIR 
Centre at IICA, Dr Rohit Chandra, Asst 
Professor, School of Public Policy, IIT Delhi 
& visiting Fellow, Centre for Policy Research 
(CPR) and Ms. Arkaja Singh, Fellow, Centre 
for Policy Research (CPR). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Power Talk with Mr. Amish Mehta 
17 June, 2022 

 
Centre for Independent Directors, IICA 
organized Power Talk with Mr. Amish 
Mehta: Role of Directors in Risk 
Management program for the members of 
Independent Director‟s Databank on Friday 
17th June, 2022.  
 
The main objective of this event was to 
highlight the various aspects of Risk 
Management and role of directors. 
 
The Program commenced on 17th June, 2022 
at 04:00 PM with the theme address of Dr. 

Niraj Gupta, Head, School of Corporate Governance and Public Policy & Nodal Officer, Centre for 
Independent Director, IICA. He briefed the participants about Mr. Amish Mehta and his rich 
experience. 

 
Principal speaker: 
Mr. Amish Mehta is the Managing Director and CEO of CRISIL. In his current profile, Mr. Amish 
leads CRISIL's Indian and global businesses, steering its efforts to deliver high-quality analytics, 
opinions and solutions to corporations, investors, financial institutions, policy makers and 
governments. Prior to joining CRISIL, Amish was Chief Financial Officer for Indus Towers. He has 
rich experience of over two decades in telecommunications, oil and gas, FMCG and business 
advisory services, and has held leadership roles in diverse organisations, including BP/Castrol 
India, EY, and ExxonMobil India.   
 
Mr. Amish Mehta shared his views on importance of Risk Management strategies for a thriving 
organization and role of the board collectively as well as individual directors for providing 
guidance in developing such strategies and supervising management for implementation. 
 
There were lots of questions from participants and Mr. Amish Mehta gave answers to all these 
queries with the satisfaction of the participants.  
 
Program concluded with the valedictory address of Dr. Niraj Gupta. CS Asheesh Kumar, Centre for 
Independent Directors coordinated the event and ensured successful delivery of the program.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



23rdAnnual General Body Meeting (AGM) of Forum of Indian Regulators (FOIR) 
8 June, 2022 
 
The Forum of Indian Regulators (FOIR) and 
FOIR Centre (IICA) successfully organized the 
23rd Annual General Body Meeting of Forum of 
Indian Regulators (FOIR) on 8th June, 2022 at 
India Habitat Centre, New Delhi from 11:00 AM 
onward. 
 
A total of 72 serving Chairpersons/members 
and former Chairperson/members including 
officials from FOIR and IICA attended the 23rd 
Annual General Body Meeting of Forum of 
Indian Regulators (FOIR). Detailed Agenda 

were discussed during the meeting and various 
resolutions have been passed. DG&CEO, IICA 
addressed the AGM members in the meeting. 
Dr. Abha Yadav, Associate Professor & Director, 
FOIR Centre presented the FOIR annual reports 
& way-forward. Hon. members appreciated the 
collaboration of IICA with FOIR specially Kerala 
State Electricity Regulatory Commission 
(KSERC). The Minutes of the meeting was also 
approved and circulated to all Hon. Members of 
the FOIR. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FORTHCOMING PROGRAMMES 

  



Centre for MSME 
 Four Day Capacity Building Program on 

“Procurement (Policy & Procedures based 

on GFR, GeM & E-Procurement) and 

Contract Management for Good Governance: 

Challenges in Implementation” - 

23-26 August, 2022 - Goa 

 
Knowledge Resource Centre 
 3-month Certificate Course in Research 

Theory, Design and Methods - 
Registration Open : July 1, 2022 
Registration Close : September 10, 2022 
Online Classes : October 01, 2022 
Examination: January 15, 2023 

 

School of Competition Law & Market Regulation 
Announces 
 Advanced Professional Course in Competition 

Law & Market Regulations –(Online) Seventh 
Batch - 
Seventh Batch: August, 2022 to January 2023 
Registration Open: May 2nd, 2022 
Last Date of Registration: 20th July, 2022 
Commencement of Classes : August, 2022 
 

 Certificate Course in Competition Law & 
Economics (3 Months Online Course) 

 
School of Corporate Governance & Public Policy 
 Two Days Familiarization Program for 

Independent Directors - 
28-29 July - Mumbai 
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